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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 



June 20, 2 0 02 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, applicant (s) hereby 
submit (s) an Information Disclosure Statement for consideration 
by the Examiner. 



I . 



LIST OF PATENTS, PUBLICATIONS OR OTHER INFORMATION 



The patents, publications, or other information submitted 
for consideration by the Office are listed on the PTO-1449(s), 
attached hereto. 



II. COPIES (check at least one box) 

a. Q Submitted herewith is a legible copy of (i) each 

U.S. and foreign patent; (ii) each publication or 
that portion which caused it to be listed; and 
(ill) all other information or that portion which 
caused it to be listed. 

b. □ Some or all of the documents listed on the PTC>- 

1449 are not enclosed because they were cited in 
the International Search Report and copies should 
already be in the PTO file. If copies are needed, 
please contact the undersigned. 
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III. CONCISE EXPLANATION OF THE RELEVANC E 
(check at least one box) 

a. [3 DOCUMENTS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

The attached patents, publications, or other 
information in the English language do nc't 
require a statement of relevancy. 

b. □ DOCUMENTS NOT IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

A concise explanation of the relevance of all 
patents, publications, or other information 
listed that is not in the English language is as 
f 'jllows : 



c. □ ENGLISH LANGUAGE SEARCH REPORT 

An English language version of the search report 
or action that indicates the degree of relevance 
f'jund by the foreign office is attached, thereby 
satisfying the requirement for a c-jncise 
explanation. See MPE? 609(A)(3). 

d . □ OTHER 

The following additional information is provided 
f(jr the Examiner's cc-nsiderat ion . 



2 



Appl. No. 0 9/8 56,6 6: 



FEES 



IV. [3 THIS IDS IS BEING FILED UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 (t. 



(check one box) 

a. Q within three months of the filing date of a 

national application (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(1)). No 
fee or statement is required. (This sectifon is 
not to be used with RCE's and CPA's). 

b. □ v;ithin three m.onths of the date of entry of the 

natic-nal stage as set forth in § 1.4 91 in an 
international application (37 C.F.R. 

1^ 1.97(0') (2)). No fee or statement is required. 

c. □ C'jncurrent ly with the filing of a Continued 

Prosecution Applicat ic-n under 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(':i) 
or concurrently with the filing of a Request for 
•rontinued Examination under § 1.114 (37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(b) (4)). No fee or statement is required. 

d. 0 t'efcire the mailing date of a first Actic-n on the 

merits (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3)). No fee or 
statement is required. 

in the event that a first Office Acti^jn on the 
merits has tieen issued, please consider this Il:-3 
under 37 C.F.R. § l.':^7{c) and see the statement 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) below, or, if no 
statement: has been made, charge ou:: deposit 
accc'unt in the amount of $18 0.0 0 as required by 
37 C.F.R. § i . 17 (p) . 



V . □ THIS IDS IS P EIN ^C FIL ED UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 (c): 

(check ijne box) 

h-efore the mailing date of a Final Office Action under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.113 (See 3 7 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(1)) or before the 
mailing date z>f a Ncitice of All'jwance under 37 C.F.P. 
§ 1.311 (See 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(2)). 

a. Q No statement; therefcire, a fee in the amciunt of 

$ 18 0,00 as required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p). 

or 

b. Q See the statement belc'W. No fee is required. 
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VI. STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.P. § 1.97(e) (check only one box) 
The undersigned hereby states chat 

a. Q each item of mf ormat ic^n ccintained in the IC'S was 
first cited in any communication frc^m a f^jreign 
Patent Office in a counterpart fc'reign 
ap'pl i ca t ion n^jt more than three months prior to 
the filing of this Il'S; or 



b. 



□ 



□ 



information contained m the IDS was 
communica t ic^n frc^m a fi-reign Patent 
c^i^unt erp'art foreign application, and. 



no Item: ot 
e:ited in a 
(jffice in a 

tC' the knowledge of the person signing the 
certification after making reasonable inquiry, no 
item of IDS was <nown to any individual 
'designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of the IDS. 



SC'me of the it 
CL'mimunicat ic^n 
this inf'jrmat 
each item of i 
cited in a c-: 
Office in a 
more than thr 
this IDS. As 
undersigned h': 
remaining inf-: 
cited in a c-: 
(jffice m a c 
tC' the best 
reasonable inc 
designated m 
months prior t 



:em:s of m f c^rma t i'jn were cited in a 
from a foreign Patent C'ffice. As to 
ion, the undersigned states that 
nformaticTi cC'ntamefi in the IDS was 
jmrniunicat iC'U from a foreign Patent 
:C'Unterpart f-ireign appJ ication noz 
ee months prior to the filing of 
to the remaining information, tne 
i-rek'y states that no item of this 
:c:m.atic'n contained ir. the IDS was 
jmmunicat ion frc^m a foreign Patent 
ounterpart foreign application and, 
of my knC'Wledge after making 
luiry, was ^^nc^wn to any individual 
3 7 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three 
the filing of this statement. 



VII. PAYMENT OF FEES (check one box) 

□ A check in the amc'unt of $ 1 8 C' . 0 0 as irequired by 37 
C.F.F.. § 1.17 (p) is encl-jsed fc^r the abc^ve-ident if iefi 
fee. 

□ Please charge DepC'Sio Account No. 02-2448 in tne 
amtjunt required t^y 37 C.F.P. § 1.17 (p) for the aloove- 
indicated fee. A triplicate cop^y c-f this paper is 
attached. 

\^ No fee is required. 
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If the Examiner has any questions concerning this IDS, 
he/she is requested to contact the undersigned. If it is 
determined that this IDS has been filed under the wrong rule, 
the PTO is requested to consider this IDS under the proper rule 
and charge the appropriate fee to Deposit Accciant No. 02-2448. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in 
this, concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or 
credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No, 02-244 8 for any 
additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.L6 or under § 1.17; 
particularly, extension of time fees. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BIRCH, STEWARI>nKOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 




J^. Raynip^d C. Stewart, #21,06 6 



bii P.O. Box 74 7 



RCS/KLR/bsh Falls Church, VA 22040-0747 

0032-0261P (703) 205-8000 

Enclosures: □ PTO-1449 

[[] Documents 

Q Foreign Search Report 

□ Fee 

□ Other: 
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